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Background
A consultation conducted by the Friends of South Cliff
Gardens revealed the Rose Garden as the top priority
of local residents for improvement in South Cliff
Gardens.
Funding for the restoration project was awarded by the
Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF), whose support is
gratefully acknowledged. The interest and support for
the project from staff and pupils from Wheatcroft
School has also been hugely appreciated. Some of
their work is illustrated below.
The project was managed by members of the Friends
of South Cliff Gardens and officers from Scarborough
Borough Council.
Site works
The roses previously planted were struggling for several
reasons, including poor drainage and heavy shade from
nearby trees and undergrowth. It is thought that rose
sickness was also a contributory factor. This condition
is not well understood but micro-organisms in the soil
result in poor growth and flowering in affected plants.
The restoration work began with the
pruning of some tree branches
and the removal of some small
trees and undergrowth to
allow more light in to
the rose beds.
This was followed
by the removal of
300m3 of topsoil
and the importing
of an equivalent
quantity of fresh
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topsoil mixed with manure, to rid the garden of rose
sickness. The original drainage system was revamped
in the course of this work. New turf was then laid and
cut to re-create the original layout of rose beds and
finally 1,100 new roses were planted.
New roses for an old rose garden
Unfortunately, research has revealed no record as to
the original varieties planted in the garden but they
would have been of the Hybrid Tea (HT) type. An HT is
a rose created by cross-breeding several very old rose
varieties from Europe and Asia, including ‘tea’ roses
from China.
The HTs selected for the Rose Garden have been
supplemented by Floribunda roses (from Latin meaning
‘many flowers’). They offer better disease resistance,
more flowers and better repeat flowering. The
replacement roses have been carefully selected to be of
a similar character, height and fragrance to those that
might have been planted in the 1880s but with the
benefits brought by subsequent breeding.
A list of the varieties planted in 2014 can be
found on the website of the Friends of
South Cliff Gardens (address
over).
The history of roses is
long and complex and
can be found
recorded in many
excellent text
books covering
the subject.

The Friends of South Cliff Gardens
If you would like to get involved and join our group or
find further information about the Friends of South Cliff
Gardens, this can be done online at
www.friendsofsouthcliffgardens.com or by contacting
Scarborough Borough Council’s Parks and Countryside
Services on 01723 374079.
The Friends always welcome new members.
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A history of the gardens
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The Large Rosary
South Cliff Gardens, in which the Rose Garden is situated,
has a heritage that goes back beyond Sir Joseph Paxton
who was responsible for the Italian staircase, gardens and
terraces close to the Spa in the 1850s.
Belvedere Gardens were developed on a thirteen acre site
by George Lord Beeforth (pictured far right) who created
extensive rose gardens including the formal rose garden
started in 1883 and referred to as the ‘Rosary’ on the
Ordnance Survey map of 1892.
This map, partly reproduced on this leaflet, also indicates
the lighted subway Beeforth built under the Esplanade to
connect his house with his private garden on the other
side of the road. The subway served as a public air raid
shelter during World War 2.

George Lord Beeforth
George Lord Beeforth (Lord was a family name) was born
in 1823 in Scarborough.
He set up in business on St Nicholas Street as printer,
bookseller, stationer, print and music seller, bookbinder
and newspaper agent and he included an art gallery of
paintings of the day.
The business prospered and in 1864 Beeforth sold it and
with a partner set up an art gallery in London. Here they
displayed and sold prints of works of art, especially the
work of the French artist Gustave Doré.
The ‘Doré Gallery’, London from
B. Jerrold‘s ‘Life of Gustave Doré’

He was Mayor of Scarborough from 1893 to 1894. The
subsequent history of the South Cliff Gardens is that of
progression from private and individual enterprise to
public ownership.
Beeforth sold all 13 acres of the Belvedere Gardens to
the Corporation in 1912. This allowed further
development under the genius of Harry W. Smith, who
devised so much of our parkland and floral heritage
during his 37 years as Borough Engineer.

Map courtesy of
North Yorkshire County Council Libraries
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Beeforth's Rose Garden was retained, other gardens
developed, and in 1914 the new Italian Gardens, high
above the almost completed bathing pool, were opened.
George Lord Beeforth died in 1924 at the age of 101.

The Rosary measured 187’ x 44’ (57m x 13.4m), a long
sunken turf rectangle, into which were cut 32 rose beds
comprising 10 circular beds down the centre, 18 side beds
and 4 corner beds. Beeforth sheltered this from the east
wind by planting hundreds of conifers and deciduous trees,
some of which remain today.

Beeforth began to plan his return to Scarborough by
buying land on the South Cliff. In 1889, when he was 66,
he sold the London gallery and returned to Scarborough.

Sources: Genevieve Lord • Anne and Paul Bayliss

Image courtesy of
Scarborough Museums Trust

He had invested much of his money in building houses on
Scarborough's Esplanade. This included his own home,
‘The Belvedere' (pictured left), on the Esplanade opposite
the Rose Garden.

